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SUBJECT:  CABINET  MINISTER  RESIGNS  OVER  PHOTOS  WITH  ANNA 
NICOLE  SMITH 

REF:  05  NASSAU  1711 

Classified  By:  Charge  d'Affaires  Brent  Hardt  for  reasons  1.4(b)  and  (d) 

^1 . (U)  SUMMARY.  Bahamian  Minister  of  Immigration  Shane  Gibson  resigned  February  18  following  publication  of  photographs  of  Gibson  embracing  Sn 
Minister  Gibson  Resigns  Over  Photo  Scandal 


^2.  (U)  On  February  18,  Minister  of  Immigration  Shane  Gibson  resigned  his  Cabinet  seat  following  publication  of  photos  showing  him  in  a bedroon 
Wounded  PLP  Strikes  Back  on  FNM  Terms 

^3.  (U)  Continuing  to  deny  any  wrongdoing,  Gibson  and  Prime  Minister  Christie  responded  to  press  and  opposition 
^4.  (C)  According  to  a source  in  the  FNM's  leadership,  even  before  the  photographs  of  Gibson  in  bed  with  Smith, 

Gibson  and  Press  Won't  Go  Away 

^5.  (C)  COMMENT:  The  Gibson-Anna  Nicole  scandal  gives  the  FNM  just  the  focus  it  hoped  for  in  a campaign  already  designed  to  question  the  PLP's 
2002  and  he  enjoys  the  patronage  of  political  heavyweight  Bishop  Neil  Ellis  — will  ensure  that  Gibson  stays  in  the  PLP's  plans. 

. (C)  The  international  media  circus  surrounding  Smith  and  Gibson  will  likely  continue  for  some  time,  keeping  the  Baheimas  in  the  internationc 


criticism  by  aggressively  defer 
the  FNM  would  have  focused  its 


